December, 2009 * ST.MARTHA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH * Bethany Beach, Delaware

ST- MARTHA’S

MESSENGER

OBSERVATIONS FROM THE RECTOR

December will be a full month. The annual
parish Christmas lunch is on Wednesday the
2%at Magnol i adwillbeJoyce
celebrating the marriage of our daughter
Jessica on December 5 near Charlottesville, VA.
On that same day we are looking forward to
the ordination of Tom McCormick as deacon in
a service at Harrington, DE. Please note the
article in this issue. His more visible public role
will begin at services on December 6.

Following up on a very well responded to
request for Thanksgiving meals for Hickory
Tree residents by the Outreach Committee, an
Angel Tree is now in the narthex displaying
names for Christmas gifts for youngsters in this
development as well as others brought to the
attention of the Committee. What a truly
wonderful way to engage in the spirit of
Christmas!

The freshly constituted vestry will be working
though a revised budget proposal for 2010. We
have had to make some adjustments in light of
sharply declining plate offerings, which
observers of the scene see being treated as
ndi scretionary spending
to cut backs! We are hopeful of a generous
response to our Christmas mailing to bridge
part of this gap in parish income. We are
committed to sustaining our basic programs
and facilities, including our tremendous
Outreach program.

Please note that our CHRISTMAS

SERVICES, as also listed in the monthly
calendar, will be:

a nsénday, December 20 , Holy Eucharist at
8:00 am and 10:00 am
Thurs day, December 24 , Christmas Eve
at:
5:00 pm - Choral Holy Eucharist
10:00 pm - Choral Holy Eucharist
Friday, December 25 , Christmas Day at:
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist with Gift Blessing
A

%7&‘
~

May we each find ourselves in thought, words
and actions seeking to extend a loving and
caring presence to all those who share this
faith community, this portion of Delaware, this
nation and this world with us.

In the midst of all that we are about be

mindful of those who show up to worship with
us. Welcome them in the midst of our church
regpangibilitien. ielp tham find seats, Worshir:
folders and hymnals. Please hold our parish
mission statement regularly before you.
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Continue to wonder how we may more fully
respond to the needs and concerns of our
congregation and those people who share this
world with us.

| pray that we may be
all our decision making and interactions during
this potentially fruitful year.

I welcome your suggestions as to opportunities
for spiritual growth, caring for one another and
needs we might reach out to in this part of
Godods c fcentirtue to loe.open to a
healthy sharing of suggestions and views, and
invite you to join me on an exploration of
where we sense Godos
am regularly able to communicate with many
of you via e-mail, individually and with group
mailings, bwickham@stmarthasbethany.org.

I n Christébés accepting
Bill Wickham

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of St . Ma
to make God known, tso

children, by assisting with the spiritual,
physical and emotional needs of our
parishioners, visitors and community through
worship, love, study and service.

PLEDGING REPORT

We have received 102 pledges totaling
$174,397 towards our goal of $180,800.
Thankful and committed responses have come
from:

Edith Adkins

Bob & Martha Bauer
Ron & Donna
Blanck

Harry & Ruth Adams
Hal & Dottie Barber
Frank & Jean Bell

0
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pon & Larol boebel Joan & Bill Brower

Lorraine Carr
Don & Carolyn

Harry & Dianne Burlew
Don & Anne Carroll

Clarke

David Carroll Jim & Maureen
Costas

elenn & Madatyp lgallas  Bab & WarnDgvisi n

Mary Lou Dogoloff Mimi Dupont

Clem & Tina Edgar Gene Elliott

Archie & Ruth Ellis Nowland & Betty
Ellison

Patricia Fink
Bob & Martha Gallaghar
Jim & Nancy Gallons

Phil & Andi Fleming
Irene Gallaher
Jack & Rosalind

Geniesse
Ed & Joanne Hamlet Barbara Harris
Righard & Garolyndlay| e RanHihg us . |

Ken Hooker &
Mary Perkins

Jim & Marie Hogsten
Mark & Penny Hopkins
Jeff & Wincy Jackson Bill Jarboe

Richard Jesneck Bud & Patricia

d affirming S rit,
George & Kristin Jones Ron & Deb

Josie Kingsley Kerchner

Patricia Lansdale Sue & Jim Lemons
Bob & Joanne Levy Bob & Jane Lyons

Carl & Susan Mantegna  Lee & Sylvia
Marston
Kes & Frah Martac o p a Bill &HdwWinac s
| come al | of Matgng s
Jeff & Nancy May Tom & Susanne
McCormick

Russ Melrath
Jim & Lee Moore

Phyllis Mikolaitis
Lanny & David
Moore

Jim & Barbara
Myhre

Bill & Anne Parler
Bob & Judy Poetsch
Ted & Lois Radcliffe
Jim & Patty Reichert
Dennis & Kathy
Rhodes

Bill & Sandra
Roberts

Robert & Janet Murray

Ken & Carol Olsen

Mac & Lynne Peverley
Suzanne Proska

Joe & Barbara Reardon
Scott & Sharon Reynolds

John & Jane Robbert
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Hank & Nancy Rojewski
Bill & Pat Rowe

Michael & Dana Schaefer

Dan & Bev Shirley
Jean Skinter

Jack & Carolyn Smith
Dick & Janet Sprague

Ron & Tempe Steen
Claude & Bibi Tew

Paul & Mary Thompson
Tom & Kristin Tipton

Noel & Joyce Tuck

Larry & Joanne Weber
Bill & Anne West

Bill & Joyce Wickham
Ron & Mary Wuslich

Paul & Johann Ross
Audrey Samworth
Jean Shaw

Jack & Bev Shubert
Buck & Cathy Smith
Ken & Kris Spinney
Mike & Mary Ann
Stanton

Paul & Margaret
Stutts

Harold & June
Thompson

Mary Thormeyer
Jim & Haydee
Toedtman

Wally & Lynne
Watson

Pam Wenninger
Mark & Kim West
Jere & Pauline Wise
Bill & Diana Ziegler

A heartfelt thank you to all who have
responded in support of the ministry of this
community of faith. Those whose pledges are
received after November 30 will be noted in

next

mo n t ktdy. The vestyy svill Bnalize

the 2009 budget at its December 15 meeting.

WORSHIP ROLE OPPORTUNITIES

As our congregation continues to grow, and as
we provide an 8:00 am service beyond the
summer season, additional assistance is sought
from both newer and longer term participants.
Might you be a candidate to:

Read the first lesson at 8:00 or 10:00
Contact Harry Adams: 539-5983

Usher at either service

Contact Bill Wickham: 539-7444

Acolyte

Contact Bill Wickham: 539-7444
Assist with communion at 8:00 or 10:00
Contact Bill Wickham: 539-7444

Lead the Prayers of the FPeople

Contact Jim Moore: 537-8051
Join the Bell Choir

Contact Kathy Rhodes: 841-4398
Serve on the Altar  Guild at 8:00 or 10:00

Contact Lois Radcliffe: 537-6069
Greet arrivals at 8:00 or 10:00

Contact Don Clarke: 539-3702
Sing in the Choir
Contact Kathy Rhodes: 841-4398

ANNUAL MEETING

The 2009 Annual meeting was held on Sunday,
November 15, at 11 am. We elected 3 people
for three year terms, Dianne Burlew, Bob Davis
and Richard Jesneck. One person, Joe
Reardon, was elected for a one year un-
expired term.

A package of reports from the various groups
within the church was distributed, including a 5
year accounting of budgets and receipts, with
an initial proposed budget for 2010. John
Robbert, Senior Warden, shared a few
thoughts, as did retiring vestry members, Don
Clarke, Carl Mantegna and Jack Smith.

Tom McCormick spoke of his upcoming
ordination on December 5 and activities with
the RC & D Home Repair team. There will be a
Work Camp at Camp Arrowhead again this
coming August.

The rector gave his
address. Bill reviewed the ongoing, and
constantly changing, plans for the development
of the Lighthipe property and the
accompanying church building expansion. He
drew attention to the principle, adopted by the
Endowment Committee and endorsed by the
vestry, that endowed funds income be split
50/50 between Outreach and
Inreach/construction. The Diocese has very

NSt a
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supportively responded to this by making
available a favorable line of credit for
construction for us to request. He also noted
that the two most commented on subjects in
his visits to newcomers and visitors are the
welcoming tone of the congregation, enhanced
greatly by the printed service folders, and the
emphasis on outreach. Support is also
expressed for our sense of concern not for just
people in our immediate area but also for
those in the devastated area of New Orleans
and the 80 girls, many abandoned on the
streets in Honduras and, now provided housing
and schooling by Our Little Roses.

The meeting was adjourned with prayer
following various questions and expressions of
affirmation.

TOM MCCORMICK ORDINATION

Active parishioner Tom McCormick, will be one

of six people to be ordained to the vocational
diaconate by Bishop Wayne P. Wright on

Saturday, December 5, 2009 at 1:00 pm in St.
Stephenbés Episcopal Chu
Tom invites al/l me mber g
attend. Those attending are asked to consider
bringing finger food items for the reception to
follow as a large crowd is expected. Checks
towards gifts for Tom may be written out to St.
Marthaodéds, with the memo
will be given to Tom on December 13. The

diocese will be additionally giving each new
deacon a reversible stole and a bible.

Tom will first participate liturgically in his new
role on December 6 at both the 8 and 10 am
services. In the following weeks he will
regularly assist at 8 and 10 am on the first
Sunday of each month and at 10 am the other
Sundays. He will:

Read the Gospel

Set up the altar for communion
Assist as needed in distributing
the elements

Clean up after communion
Offer the dismissal.

Tom will continue in his active ministry of
overseeing approximately 20 people, primarily
from St . Marthads, who m
elderly and low income area residents. He is
also working on establishing an expanded
Work Camp at Camp Arrowhead this coming
August.

OUTREACH NEWS
- Dennis Rhodes

The Outreach Committee met on November 9™
with a new co-chair, Mary Thormeyer, guiding
the group through a lengthy agenda of old and
new business. Mary Davis, Frank Bell, and
Martha Fields, new members, joined old-timers
Ted Radcliffe, Pauline and Jere Wise, Bill and
Joyce Wickham, George Watson and Dennis
Rhodes. Mary Thormeyer began the meeting
by thanking various members of the committee
for tasks completed during the past month.

Joyce Wickham reported on the Our Little
RcEes orWanage for glrli in Hondur s._ This
on; gbing .ou re ive il e’xperlencmg
Pnancﬁg&lfﬂcultleg dué 0 fhe worldtwcl)de
financial crisis and the current political
instability in Honduras. She further explained
that Our Little Roses receives support from
pdscopal Churches thrﬁ) hout the Unltelpl
8t8tds. 215 8 Rahk- -you le t&r Thé orr(r]nanage
administration said that our emergency
contribution of $1,000 was greatly appreciated.

Mary Thormeyer shared thank you notes

written by the after-school participants of

Hickory Tree. She has arranged for the

delivery of the Thanksgiving Baskets to 25

families whose holiday will be extra special due

to St. Mar t h dldask ygudon e r 0 s i
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making a difference in the fives of these
families. The Thanksgiving Baskets were
delivered on Monday, November 23d at 1:30
pm. Several Committee members volunteered

to help with the delivery. Participation in this
annual event has been enthusiastic on the part
of the congregation. THANK YOU SO MUCH
for the fantastic response to the Hickory

Tree Thanksgiving project.

Mary Davis has taken on the task of
establishing a continuing contact with
Episcopal Relief and Development.

Following the old business, Bill Wickham took
on the Herculean task of explaining the past
year 6s budget and
situation has affected the 2009 budget and will
affect next Vear Gesmimudg
goal is to maintain as many of its projects as
possible at current levels. In addition the
members agreed that it is best to maintain its
focus on current projects rather than spreading
its attention and resources too thin.

The Committeebds attent.
December 6™ Coffee Hour which it has agreed
to sponsor. This December activity brought
the group to its most important end-of-the-
year concern: the Angel Tree, which was set
up in the narthex on November 23d. The
actual decoration of the Angel Tree will take
place on November 30™ Thi s year és
Hickory Tree students will not exceed $20.
Gifts can be either a toy or an article of
clothing, based on interviews with the
students. On December 6™ student wish lists
will be displayed on the Angel Tree, along with
names of children whose family members are
participants in the Prison Ministry. These
children will receive gift cards. Any member of
the congregation who wishes to participate in
this Christmas event will be able to take a wish
list. The Committee would ask these generous
people to respect the $20 gift limit out of
fairness to every child. The Hickory Tree
Christmas gifts will be delivered to the children

expl ai

on December 21°%

on

The last item of business was the Consortium
of Endowed Parishes to which the Outreach
Committee will send five delegates. The next

conference will be held in Austin, TX. The last
conference was held in New Orleans. It was a
source of valuable information about
maintaining support for outreach efforts.

The Outreach Meeting ended in prayer. The
next meeting of the Outreach Committee will
be held on December 8". Tom McCormick will
be present to answer questions concerning the
RCD Home Repair activity.

nci al
CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE
turned to. t he

The Outreach Committee is sponsoring an
Angel Tree that is set-up in the Narthex of the
church starting on Sunday, December 6. On
each angel is the name and other information
(gift ideas, sizes, etc.) of a child who lives
either in the Ocean View/Bethany area or in
tpef Hickory Iree.community in Selbyville.
There are also angel tags for the children of
participants in the Prison Bible Study group.
Parishioners are invited to gently take an
angel off the tree , remove the gift
informationtag & replace the angel
ornament and to purchase a gift for the

child whose name is on the angel. Please
sign your name on the angel tree list! We
are asking that the gift amount be no more
than $20.00. For the children from the Bible
Study please purchase a $20.00 gift card from
a Wal-Mart or Target.
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AlrgiftSneed 0 be returned by sunday, |
December 20 . Please wrap your gift &

pl ace the childbés name

If you have any questions, please call Mary
Thormeyer at 541-5511. Thank you for your
generosity.

ST. MARTHAGS WI NTEH
GROUPS
FEBRUARY i MAY 2010

Come one, come all! Singles, Couples, New
folks and Long-time Parishioners!

Groups of 6 T 8 adults, depending on the

number that participate, will gather monthly

for dinner and socializing. The dinners will

give us a chance to get to know people from
St. Marthads in a sett.i

Participants will be placed in groups that will
stay together for the months of February
through May. These will be new groups.

Home groups:  Each month a different
person, or couple, will host the dinner at their

ST. MARTHA’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

B Bethany Beach, Delaware
[ home and provide the drinks and simpie
entrée. Others in the group will provide the

0 bhalarce df thgmeal.n t op .
Restaurant group(s): Each month a
different person/couple will be the host and
make arrangements for the restaurant.
Dinners are dutch-treat.

2

There are only Ar ul

-No church business.

-The evening should end by 9 PM.
I f youdre interest-aed,
sheet near the kitchen by January 4™, 2010.

Have a question? Please call or email:

Wincy Jackson:
539-9319 -jaxon19930@mchsi.com

Carolyn Smith:
436-9080 - jack.smithé@comcast.net

BIRTHDAYS I DECEMBER, 2009
DI NNER

December 2 Cory Skinter
December 7 Lee Moore
December 8 Don Clarke
Bev Shirley
Kim Kautz
n gece&”@ﬁé% fr D8R KRN ¢ n .
ecember 12 Andi Fleming
December 14 Mike Melvin

December 15
December 16
December 19

Kathy Rhodes
Jeff Jackson
Janet Murray

December 22 Gary Scott
December 24 Brent Pfister
Jane Lyons

December 25 Noel Tuck



mailto:-jaxon19930@mchsi.com
mailto:jack.smith6@comcast.net

PAGE 7 b December, 2000 ¥ ST. MARTHA'’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH H Bethany Beach, Delaware
December 28 Wincy Jackson
December 29 Ted Radcliffe Bill Wickham reviewed with the members the
diocesan policies concerning deacons, and Tom
Mc Cor mickdos forthcoming
being ordained on December 5, to which an
invitation was extended to all. A Letter of
Agreement between (future) deacon Tom

Mc Cor mi ck, St. Mart haos
ANNIVERSARIES unanimously approved.

The vestry then discussed the forthcoming

di scussions to be arrang
PUMH, ACTS Retirement Homes and the

Diocesan Trustees to consider the

DECEMBER1 ST JiM & LEEMOORE arrangements for the sale of the Lighthipe
7TTH"' JIM & PATTY REICHERT property. An initial meeting is planned for later
26 CARL & SUSAN MANTEGNA in December.

The vestry elected John Robbert to serve as

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW Senior Warden for the coming year and Bob
Davis as Junior Warden. Jere Wise was elected

Men of St. Marthads are Esr?‘?FrEt'f‘% iark Hgpkins a3, ] geasyrgr and
second Tuesdays at 7:00 pm for bible study en Hooker as Assistant Treasurer.

and prayer. Tom McCormick will be lead the
December bible study portion and those
coming are asked to read Mark, chapters 4 &
5 fort he December 8 meet.i ngi
Donovan is serving as our sponsor and Paul
Ross as the coordinator.

The proposed budget for 2010 was considered,

with the final acceptance due in December

fter tHeCSF]e\fvaEdﬁhg) Campaign has been
pleted.

The meting ended with prayer by the rector.

Whet her you decide to jlot+HA—St—ARrdrew6s—o+ not
you are welcome to come for bible study and

prayer. A service component will be considered CAREPARTNERS
in the future. Please come when you can. For
guestions, contact Paul Ross at
deadgoose@comcast.net.

Carepartners is the name for a gathering of
people from St. Mart haos
who have ongoing care concern and
responsibility. This might involve a parent, a

spouse, a child or someone else who has
VESTRY NOTES continuing health issues. Bill Wickham has
convened this group at 1:00 pm on the 1% &
3" Wednesdays in the area in the rear of the
church nave. Next meetings will be December
2 & 16. If you have questions please call Bill at
539-7444.

nont hly treasureros

The vestry met for their regular meeting on
November 16. After opening prayer by Patty
Reichert, some time was spent discussing the
Gospel reading for the following Sunday. The
minutes for the October meeting were
approved and al so the
report.

o
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Over Eaters Fridays 7700 pm
Outreach 2" Tuesdays 1:00 pm
Pastoral Care TBA 9:00 am

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

As we become more active as a congregation
meeting space needs to be reserved in
advance. Please call the church office,
539-7444, ask to speak to Lynne Watson, to
request times and dates for meetings or for
your activity. We are glad to have our space
used but want to insure that we do not double
book desired areas.

The large calendar at the top of the

bull etin board nexlstto
the monthly activities already scheduled.

Please check this calendar for available dates &
times before scheduling an activity or meeting
with your group.

GROUPS AND MEETINGS

AA Mondays 8:00 am
Tuesdays 8:00 am
Wednesdays  8:00 am
Wednesdays 12:00 pm
Thursdays 8:00 am
Fridays 8:00 am
Saturdays 8:00 am
Adult Choir Wednesdays 7:00 pm
Bariatric Surgery Gp 3™ Thursdays 7:00 pm
Bell Choir Thursdays 7:30 pm
Brotherhood of Tuesdays 7:00 pm
St. Andrew
Endowment Jan 20 4:30 pm
GA Mondays 7:00 pm
Long Range Planning TBA 7:00 pm
NA Sundays 7:30 pm

3" Thursdays 5:00 pm
3 Mondays  7:00 pm
Feb 3 4:00 pm

Prison Bible Study
Vestry
Worship

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

As our congregation grows we are helped by
having volunteer Mary Wuslich coming in on
Tuesdays and Lorraine Carr on Fridays, to both
answer the phone and assist with certain
projects. Additionally, Harry and Ruth Adams,
Archie & Ruth Ellis, and Pauline & Jere Wise
help with folding, labeling and putting stamps
on newsletters, Christmas & Easter letters, and
stewardship mailings.

L ¥f MoH eighg helg, plgage contact either Lynne
Watson or Bill Wickham. All volunteers are

periodically away and substitutes are very
important as well.

CHRISTMAS
POINSETTIAS

If you would like to order Christmas Flowers
and greens to be placed in the sanctuary on
Christmas Eve, please complete this form. All
completed forms should be deposited in the
basket outside the office, along with your gift.

The cut-off date to order is Dec 16th. Please
make checkspay abl e t o St .
Church/Flower Fund.

Mar t
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*Called and checked on a friend I had missed
seeing in church.

In Honor of: *1 6m helping a friend
surgery.

*Repaired a mobile home for a lady in

In Memory of: Millsboro.

*Volunteer as a helper in our Sunday school
. Nursery.

Given by: y

*After school mentor on Tuesday at Hickory
WE DID IT AGAIN! Tree.
. *Make scarves for disabled people.

For the second year in a row the challenge to *Called a sick friend who had not been able to

reach out to others was met with an attend church

overwhelming response. Members of Saint *Made several phone calls to friends who are

Marthads out did themsgegl Vor?el?anBi}ﬁnegHehgvﬁéuﬁbgrt t he

challenge of the USA Week-end magazine to *Took a friend to lunch whose husband is ill.

make a difference in Some\ﬁsi?egg)h%mebdur{d?riend

. *Contributed financially to a new charity.

Each year for the past twenty years this *Groomed and exercised my pets that often

challenge has been met by individuals, school are neglected

groups, office groups, corporate groups, and *Did yard work for a friend following the

yes, church groups. Here in 2009, almost 4 frecent noroéeaster

million people participated in this challenge. *Participated in beach clean-up '

Be proud that you were one of them. The *Called and checked on a shut-in

following list exemplifies what we at Saint *My husband and | helped a friend move due

Marthads are all about: to a divorce

. _ _ _ *Sent card, Adhtokanga

*Visited a handicapped neighbor who is mostly *Made fseniorso and @l

a shut-in. Plan to visit again. Party

*Visited a husband and wife who were faithful *Helpled an older |a.dy in gym with her work-

members of Saint Marthabo no | dnger

attend.

*Contacted a local friend who we had not seen
in a while.

*Picked up mail for two neighbors while they
were away.

*Sent a get-well card to a neighbor and
sympathy card to a neighbor who had a death
in the family.

*Moved furniture for a neighbor.

*Retrieved mail, and checked house for a
neighbor while they were out of town.

*Wor ked on a mobil e hon
Home Repair Team.

*Gave a 35% tip to an older waitress.
*Wrote two friends that

dut.

*Sent cards to an ill friend.

*Mentor two elementary students, weekly.
*Visited gentleman at Brandywine Retirement
Home

PICTORIAL AND NEWS HISTORY

Audrey Samworth has volunteered to resume
collecting photographs, newsletters and clippings
for insertion into the scrapbooks in the bookcase in
the rear of the church. Please place items there or

ne pavéithémhon t8 Audrégy.t Mar t haod s

0]
a

w h

fh
u

Have a safe and happy holiday!
webdbve | ost touch with

since moving.
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