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ST. MARTHA’S

MESSENGER
OBSERVATIONS FROM THE RECTOR

I enjoyed the great turnout and active
participation of many at the annual
Stewardship Brunch on October 11. Thanks to
Margie Stutts and Carol Boebel for arranging a
wonderful meal. The initial report of our pledge
status is presented in the following article.
Additional pledges will be reported in the
December Messenger. We have urged all to
consider an increased pledge to counter the
reduced loose offerings due to the economic
uncertainty. Budget adjustments are being
made so that we can maintain our essential
upkeep, staff and program needs as well as
honoring our strong commitment to Outreach.
Your new or increased pledge commitment, or
generous plate offerings, will ensure that we
continue to support our vibrant ministries!

We are looking forward to the ordination of
Tom McCormick on December 5. Please note
the article in this issue. His more visible public
role will begin at services on December 6. The
Annual Meeting on November 15 will allow you
to elect 4 new members to our vestry, as
spelled out later in this issue. We will also
provide a full update as to where we are in our
pledge drive, financial planning for 2010 and
developments with PUMH/ACTS/Lighthipe
property/construction and expansion plans.
2010 promises to be another year of expansion
and growth.

May we each find ourselves in thought, words and actions seeking to extend a loving and caring presence t
In the midst of all this activity be mindful of
those who show up to worship with us.
Welcome them in the midst of distractions and
planning. Help them find seats, worship folders
and hymnals. Please hold our parish mission
statement regularly before you. Continue to

wonder how we may more fully respond to the
needs and concerns of our congregation and
those people who share this world with us.

I pray that we may be open to God’s leading in
all our decision making and interactions during
this potentially fruitful year.

I welcome your suggestions as to opportunities
for spiritual growth, caring of one another and
needs we might reach out to in this part of
God’s creation.

I continue to be open to a healthy sharing of
suggestions and views, and invite you to join
me on an exploration of where we sense God’s
Spirit to be leading us. I am regularly able to
communicate with many of you via e-mail,
individually and with group mailings,
bwickham@stmarthasbethany.org.

In Christ’s accepting and affirming Spirit,
Bill Wickham

________________________________

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of St. Martha’s Episcopal Church is
to make God known, to welcome all of God’s
children, by assisting with the spiritual,
physical and emotional needs of our
parishioners, visitors and community through
worship, love, study and service.
________________________________

PLEDGES FOR 2010

We are thankful for the 89 pledges as of
October 22, 2009 totaling $158,477 towards
are goal of $180,800. This represents an
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average weekly pledge of $34.24, monthly of
$148.39 or $1,780.64 yearly.

Thankful and committed responses have come
from:

Harry & Ruth Adams Edith Adkins
Hal & Dottie Barber Frank & Jean Bell
Don & Carol Boebel Joan & Bill Brower
Harry & Dianne Burlew Don & Anne Carroll
Don & Carolyn Clarke Madolyn & Glenn

Dallas
Bob & Mary Davis
Mary Lou Dogoloff Mimi Dupont
Clem & Tina Edgar Gene Elliott
Archie & Ruth Ellis Hops & Betty Ellison
Phil & Andi Fleming Patricia Fink
Irene Gallaher Jim & Nancy

Gallons
Ed & Joanne Hamlet Barbara Harris
Richard & Carolyn Hay Dan Hill
Jim & Marie Hogsten Ken Hooker & Mary

Perkins
Mark & Penny Hopkins Jeff & Wincy

Jackson
Bill Jarboe Richard Jesneck
Bud & Patricia Jones George & Kristin

Jones
Ron & Deb Kerchner Patricia Lansdale
Sue & Jim Lemons Robert & Joanne

Levy
Bob & Jane Lyons Carl & Susan

Mantegna
Ken & Fran Marta Bill & Edwina

Martens
Jeff & Nancy May Tom & Susanne

McCormick
Russ Melrath Phyllis Mikolaitis
Lanny & David Moore Jim & Lee Moore
Jim & Barbara Myhre Bill & Anne Parler
Mac & Lynne Peverley Bob & Judy Poetsch
Suzanne Proska Ted & Lois Radcliffe
Joe & Barb Reardon Jim & Patty

Reichert
Scott & Sharon Reynolds Dennis & Kathy

Rhodes

John & Jane Robbert William & Sandra
Roberts

Paul & Johann Ross Bill & Pat Rowe
Michael & Dana Schaefer Jean Shaw
Dan & Beverly Shirley Bev & Jack Shubert
Jean Skinter Jack & Carolyn

Smith
Buck & Cathy Smith Dick & Janet

Sprague
Mike & Mary Ann Stanton
Ron & Tempe Steen Paul & Margaret

Stutts
Claude & Bibi Tew Mary & Paul

Thompson
June Thompson Mary Thormeyer
Tom & Kristin Tipton Haydee & Jim

Toedtman
Noel & Joyce Tuck Wally & Lynne

Watson
Joanne & Larry Weber Bill & Joyce

Wickham
Jere & Pauline Wise Pam Wenninger
Bill & Anne West Ron & Mary Wuslich
Bill & Diana Ziegler

A heartfelt thanks is offered to all who have
responded in support of the ministry of this
community of faith.
________________________________

UNITED THANK OFFERING
INGATHERING

SUNDAY, NOV. 22nd

The United Thank Offering Committee is one
of a few non-profits whose total contributions
to the Ingatherings are given out in Grants.

Their administrative expenses are covered by
distributions from a Trust Account designated
specifically for that purpose. The grant money
must be accounted for and any unused funds
are returned to be redistributed with the next
set of grants.
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Remember everyday to be thankful for your
many blessings. One way to express your
thankfulness is to participate in the Fall
Ingathering.

Please make your checks payable to: St
Martha’s Episcopal Church and note on
the memo line for “UTO”.

United Thank Offering Coordinator
Dianne Burlew

________________________________

ANNUAL MEETING

The 2009 Annual Meeting will be held on
Sunday, November 15, at 11 am. We will be
electing 3 people for three year terms, and one
for a one year un-expired term. Nominees
must be confirmed members of St. Martha’s (or
in the process of becoming so), 16 years or
older and attendees and supporters of the
parish for at least 6 months. Those nominated
by a vestry committee for 3 years are Dianne
Burlew, Bob Davis and Richard Jesneck, and
for 1 year is Joe Reardon.

A package of reports from the various groups
within the church will be handed out, including
a detailed treasurer’s report. The rector will
give his “State of the Parish” address and
opportunity will be offered for questions and
comments to the various reports.
________________________________

TOM MCCORMICK ORDINATION

The Right Reverend Wayne P. Wright, Bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware will
ordain Tom McCormick and five other
candidates to the Sacred Order of Deacons on
Saturday, December 5, 2009. The Ordination
Service will take place at Saint Stephen’s
Church, 190 Raughley Hill Road, Harrington,
Delaware at 1:00 p.m.

Saint Stephen’s Church was selected as the site
for the ordination of the first class of vocational
deacons in the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware
due to its mid-state location, and the fact that
Saint Stephen was one of the first named
deacons in the first century.

As a deacon in the Church one is to study the
Holy Scriptures, seek nourishment from them,
and model one’s life upon them. The deacon
is to make Christ and his redemptive love
known by his word and example to those
among whom he lives, works and worships.

Vocational deacons are to interpret to the
Church the needs, concerns, and hopes of the
world community. In the Church the deacon
will assist the bishop and priests in public
worship and the ministration of God’s Word
and Sacraments, in addition to carrying out
other duties assigned from time to time. At all
times, a deacon’s life and teaching are to show
Christ’s people that in serving the helpless they
are serving Christ himself.

Tom wishes to extend an invitation to all
members of Saint Martha’s Parish to join him
for this sacred and joyous celebration.

Checks towards a gift for Tom may be written
out to St. Martha’s, with the memo “deacon”.
The diocese will be additionally giving each
new deacon a reversible stole and a bible.
________________________________

OUTREACH NEWS
Joyce Wickham

The committee met on October 13 and enjoyed
cupcakes and ice cream as we bid good bye to
old members Mary Lou Dogoloff, Carl
Mantegna, and Bill Jarboe, and welcomed new
Outreach members: Mary Davis, Martha Fields,
June Thompson, and Frank Bell. Ted opened
the meeting with prayer. Other members
attending included: George Watson, Jere Wise,
Mary Thormeyer, Dennis Rhodes, Bill Wickham,
and Joyce Wickham.
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It’s that time of year again-----Thanksgiving
baskets will be presented again to the families
at Hickory Tree in Selbyville. A sign-up list will
be available in the narthex on November first.
The items must be back to church by
November 22nd to be distributed in time for
Thanksgiving. The list will be divided in two
parts: first, is a $15 gift certificate from Food
Lion (this is the only grocery store near
Hickory Tree, but the Food Lion on Route 26
has these certificates available); second, there
will be a list for needed food items. You can
sign up for the two part package or split the
cost with another family.

Discussion followed about the Outreach coffee
scheduled for October 25th. We will have
information available for parishioners that
describes many of the Outreach programs,
along with information about our budget.

Mary Thormeyer reported that some of the
$250 money received from Kim West and the
education club at Del Tech will be used for
puzzles, as requested by the director of the
after-school program there. Over 200 books
have been donated to the program thanks to
the generosity of St Martha’s and friends.

Mary Davis volunteered to be the contact
person for ERD (Episcopal Relief &
Development of the national church) at St.
Martha’s.

Bishop Leo Frade, Bishop of Central Florida,
and husband of the founder of OLR, Diana
Frade, wrote to us to request prayers and
financial help. Because of the dire political
situation in Honduras, the orphanage has
suffered economically, as has the rest of the
country. The orphanage, which adopts girls
from infancy through the 9th school and
currently houses just under 80 girls has always
operated on a wing and a prayer, miraculously
covering its modest monthly expenses of
$50,000. OLR helps to raise money to support
itself by running a hostel that accommodates

20 visitors, and a Spanish immersion program.
It is also a NGO (non-governmental non-profit
like the Red Cross) that received some financial
support from the government until the recent
troubles in Honduras. However, this past
summer, due to the dire political climate,
visitors have been afraid to visit and income
has plummeted. In light of these problems,
Outreach voted to send an additional $1000 to
OLR, which was approved at the October
vestry meeting.

Discussion for plans for the annual Angel Tree,
benefiting Hickory Tree, children of those in
the Way Home program, and referrals from
local guidance counselors followed. Sign-ups
will be available after Thanksgiving for this
popular volunteer effort.

Bill Wickham brought up a request for an olive
oil tasting by a local woman who heads up the
“Playgrounds For Palestinian” program, a
program that builds playgrounds on the West
Bank in Palestine. St. Peter’s in Lewes has
hosted this group and we will investigate this
possibility further with them.

June Thompson noted the “Pennies For Peace”
effort recently publicized in Episcopal Life. This
is sponsored by the Episcopal Fellowship For
Peace group which has as its goal raising
44,000 pennies for world peace efforts through
Sunday School and congregational appeals.
June will present this to Barbara Harris in our
Sunday School program for consideration.

We received a thank you from The Way Home
for our contribution to them for 2009.

June Thompson and Dennis Rhodes agreed to
take over secretarial duties for Outreach from
Joyce Wickham and Jere and Pauline Wise.
Thank you both.

The meeting was closed with prayer.

Next meeting: November 10 at 1 PM.
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW

Men of St. Martha’s are invited to come on
second Tuesdays at 7:00 pm for bible study
and prayer. Bill Wickham will be leading the
bible study portion and asks that those coming
read Mark, chapters 2 & 3, for the November
10 meeting. “Chick” Donovan is serving as our
sponsor and Paul Ross as the coordinator.

Whether you decide to join St. Andrew’s or not
you are welcome to come for bible study and
prayer. A service component will be considered
in the future. Please come when you can. For
questions, contact Paul Ross at
deadgoose@comcast.net.
________________________________

ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING
SERVICE

The area Thanksgiving service sponsored by
the Southeast Sussex Ministerium will be held
at 7:00 pm, Tuesday, November 24 at the
Lutheran Church in Omar, at the intersection of
route 26 and the Omar Road out of Claksville.
________________________________

VESTRY NOTES

The vestry met for their regular meeting on
October 19. After opening prayer by Jack
Smith, some time was spent discussing the
Gospel reading for the following Sunday. The
minutes for the September meeting were
approved with one correction and the monthly
treasurer’s report was approved. Mark Hopkins
reported that the Golf Committee had
forwarded their profits of $1,978 from the very
successful outing to be distributed by the
Outreach Committee.

Carl Mantegna and Mark Hopkins shared
learnings from the annual meeting offered for
wardens and treasurers to meet with the
bishop and diocesan representatives to discuss

finances and other issues. Jack Smith updated
the vestry on the expanded role and
procedures he has set up with the weekly
Sunday tellers.

A note was read from Don Clarke expressing
his need to resign because of other obligations.
Paul Ross explained the two estimates he had
gotten for exterior painting, but after
discussion proposed that we hold off until
Spring, or we see if the land sale and
construction will be taking place during the
coming year. The vestry supported this
recommendation. Paul reported that the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew will offer a 2nd

Tuesday session of Bible Study and prayer
each month. For November 10th men
attending should read Mark 2 & 3.

The rector distributed a lengthy two page
listing of all the parish groups and committees
and their membership. Bill also provided an
update on PUMH discussions and DNREC
testing of soil in the Assawoman Canal near
our Lighthipe property. He updated the
members concerning Tom McCormick’s
forthcoming involvement after being ordained
deacon on December 5th, to which an invitation
was extended to all. A sample Letter of
Agreement between deacons and parishes is
being reworked by the wardens, rector and
Tom.

The vestry nominating committee of Carl
Mantegna, Jack Smith and Kristin Tipton
proposed that Dianne Burlew, Bob Davis and
Richard Jesneck be nominated for three year
terms. They are now working on a person to
fill out Don Clarke’s one remaining year.

Carl Mantegna moved that an additional
$1,000 voted by the Outreach Committee for
Our Little Roses be approved. The motion was
unanimous.
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PARISH LIFE DAY

Each Fall the Diocese sponsors Parish Life Day,
this year at St. Anne’s Episcopal School near
Middletown on Saturday, November 21.

There are flyers in the church narthex
describing offerings, including: Let’s Do Brunch
(instructional cooking class, Safe Camp, A
Spirituality of Imperfection, Yoga, De-Stress &
De-clutter, Health & Wellness, Chanting,
Printmaking, Soul Care, and others.
________________________________

CAREPARTNERS

Carepartners is the name for a gathering of
people who have ongoing care concern and
responsibility. This might involve a parent, a
spouse, a child or someone else who has
continuing health issues. Bill Wickham has
convened this group at 1:00 pm on the first
and third Wednesdays in the meeting area in
the rear of the church nave. If you have
questions please call Bill at 539-7444.
________________________________

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER REMINDER

Celebrating a birthday or anniversary? Perhaps
you would like to announce a special birth or
marriage in your family. Drop me a message
at lwatson@stmarthasbethany.org.
________________________________

AN
INVITATION

TO SING
YOUR WAY

INTO
CHRISTMAS

Believe it or not, Christmas is fast approaching
and with it, the wonderful music of Advent and
Christmas. The Chancel Choir has begun

preparation for the season and we always need
additional voices. If you would like to try
singing in the choir for the Advent and
Christmas season, just show up at St. Martha’s
at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays nights. Hope to
see you there.

Kathleen B. Rhodes

Parish Musician
________________________________

PICTORIAL AND NEWS HISTORY

Audrey Samworth has volunteered to resume
collecting photographs, newsletters and
clippings for insertion into the scrapbooks in
the bookcase in the rear of the church. Please
place items there or pass them on to Audrey.
________________________________

THANKSGIVING DINNERS

The Outreach Committee is organizing
Thanksgiving Dinners for the Hickory Tree
Community in Selbyville. All items need to be
returned to the Church by Sunday, November
22. The food will be delivered on Monday,
November 23. Thank you so much for your
generosity. If you have any questions, please
call Mary Thormeyer at 541-5511.

________________________________

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

As we become more active as a congregation
meeting space needs to be reserved in
advance. Please call the church office,
539-7444, ask to speak to Lynne Watson, to
request times and dates for meetings or for
your activity. We are glad to have our space
used but want to insure that we do not double
book desired areas.

mailto:lwatson@stmarthasbethany.org
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The large calendar at the top of the bulletin
board next to Lynne’s desk list the monthly
activities already scheduled. Please check this
calendar for available dates & times before
scheduling an activity or meeting with your
group.
________________________________

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS

As our congregation grows we are helped by
having volunteers, Mary Wuslich, coming in on
Tuesdays, and Edith Adkins (May–Sept) and
Lorraine Carr (Oct-Apr) on Fridays, to
update the Sunday folders, answer the phone
and to assist with certain projects.

Additionally, Harry & Ruth Adams Archie &
Ruth Ellis, and Pauline & Jere Wise help with
folding, labeling and putting stamps on
newsletters, Christmas & Easter letters, and
stewardship mailings.

If you might help, please contact either Lynne
Watson or Bill Wickham, 539-7444. All
volunteers are periodically away and
substitutes are very important as well.
________________________________

BIRTHDAYS

NOVEMBER 1ST HARRY BURLEW

2ND DIANA ZIEGLER

9 TH BEVERLY MELRATH

11TH MARCIA GOODMAN

12TH CLEM EDGAR

TOM TIPTON

13TH JUNE THOMPSON

16TH RUTH ADAMS

18TH KELSEY MURRAY

19TH DAN HILL

20 TH TOM CALO

25TH CAROL BOEBEL

30TH EDWINA MARTENS

________________________________

ANNIVERSARIES

NOVEMBER 3RD BERNIE & JOHN WHITNEY

4TH JACK & BEVERLY SHUBERT

9TH PAUL & MARGARET

STUTTS

20TH BOB & JOANNE LEVY

26TH KATHY & DENNIS RHODES

________________________________

GROUPS & MEETINGS

AA Mondays 8:00 am
Tuesdays 8:00 am
Wednesdays 8:00 am
Wednesdays 12:00 pm
Thursdays 8:00 am
Fridays 8:00 am
Saturdays 8:00 am

Adult Choir Wednesdays 7:00 pm
Bariatric Surgery Gp 3rd Thursdays 7:00 pm
Bell Choir Thursdays 7:30 pm
Brotherhood of Tuesdays 7:00 pm
St. Andrew
Endowment Jan 20 4:30 pm
GA Mondays 7:00 pm
Long Range Planning TBA 7:00 pm
NA Sundays 7:30 pm
Over Eaters Fridays 7:00 pm
Outreach 2nd Tuesdays 1:00 pm
Pastoral Care TBA 9:00 am
Prison Bible Study 3rd Thursdays 5:00 pm
Vestry 3rd Mondays 7:00 pm
Worship Nov. 11 4:00 pm
________________________________

Happy Thanksgiving!

________________________________
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YOU’RE ALL INVITED

ANNUAL PARISH

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON

Wednesday, December
2ND at 12 NOON

Magnolia’s Seafood Bar &
Grill

NAME
________________________________
_____________________________

Please choose one (1) of the following

Entrees:

____ Hawaiian BBQ Salmon

____ Chicken Marsala

____ 8oz Sirloin Strip Steak

$22.00 per person includes:

Salad, Entrée, Starch, Mixed

Vegetables, Dessert, Non-alcoholic

Beverages & Gratuity

Cash Bar will be available

Reservation Deadline November 22

Make check payable to:

St. Martha’s Episcopal Church
noted for Christmas Luncheon

(Send to Church or leave in wrapped

box outside Office)

(Please do NOT place reservations &

checks in Offering Plate)

If you have any questions, contact

Dianne Burlew 537-7476

Or Lynne Watson at Parish Office

539-7444

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


